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12th Sunday after Pentecost

August 16, 2026
8:15 & 10:30 a.m.

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk218851821]
Mission Statement

“First United Methodist Church (FUMC) of Oneonta, NY is a congregation of faith and doubt. We commit ourselves to pursue justice, and pledge to stand with all our neighbors who are marginalized and oppressed, as Jesus did.” – Adopted by the Church Council on September 1, 2021
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Pastor, Rev. Casey Bradley
Organist, Leslie Bauer
Choir Director, Carolyn McMaster
Worship Technology, Randall Wilson




First United Methodist Church
66 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY
secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org | 607-432-4102
www.firstumc-oneonta.org | https://linktr.ee/firstumconeonta

ORDER OF WORSHIP

* Indicates that you are invited to stand in body or in spirit.
[bookmark: _Hlk210912172]Bold text invites the congregation to speak in unison.

[bookmark: _Hlk101953625](As the prelude begins, please prepare your hearts for worship)

Prelude	“I Love to Tell the Story”
arr. Wilbur Held © 1984 Hinshaw Music
Used by permission. One License #A-730784

*Hymn #60	“I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath”
harm. V. Earle Copes © 1964 United Methodist Publishing House
Used by permission. One License #A-730784

*Call to Worship

Leader:	Come, let us sing to the Lord!
People:		Let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation!
Leader:	With psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, let us worship God together.
People:	We come with grateful hearts, ready to lift our voices in praise.
Leader:	Every generation has sung of God's faithfulness, the songs of our parents in the faith are our songs too.
People:	We join our voices with all who have gone before us, and all who will come after.
Leader:	So let us sing – not because we have perfect voices, but because we have grateful hearts.
All: 	Let us worship the Lord with gladness! Let us come before God with singing!

Welcome

Passing the Peace

Children’s Time		Max MacKenzie

Scripture Reading	Psalm 96	Charles Sherrard
		Dick Miller

Hymn Sing

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering		August Jingle – Otsego County Jail Ministry

Offertory	“Trust in Jesus”
arr. Raymond H. Haan © 1983 Sacred Music Press
Used by permission. One License #A-730784

*Doxology #94	“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
	Words and music are in the public domain


Prayer of Dedication

Gracious God, You have given us so much – life and breath, family and friends, and the gift of song that lifts our hearts toward heaven. As we bring these offerings today, we remember that everything we have is first a gift from You.

Just as these hymns we sing carry the faith of generations before us, may these gifts we give carry your love to generations yet to come. Use them to spread the good news, to care for those in need, and to build up Your church.

Take not only what is in our hands, but what is in our hearts; our voices, our time, our very lives, and let them be an offering pleasing to You.

We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Announcements

[bookmark: _Hlk180567529]*Hymn #666	“Shalom to You”
Words by by Elise S. Eslinger © 1980. Harm. by Carlton R. Young © 1989
United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission. One License #A-730784

[bookmark: _Hlk183077140]Benediction

Go now, carrying the songs of this day in your hearts.

May the melodies of faith stay with you through the week ahead – in moments of joy, may you remember to sing praise; in moments of sorrow, may you remember the hymns of comfort; in moments of doubt, may you remember the songs of faith that have carried the saints before you.

May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord, and keep singing.
Amen.

Mission Statement

We are a congregation of faith and doubt. We commit ourselves to pursue justice, and pledge to stand with all our neighbors who are marginalized and oppressed, as Jesus did.

Postlude	“Allegro Moderato”
Gordon Young © 1966 Lorenz Publishing Co.
Used by permission. One License #A-730784
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The placement of the votive candle on the altar started the year of our 25th anniversary in 2014 of becoming a Reconciling Congregation. Each month we honored a different person(s) who answered the call to stand for full inclusion of all God’s children.

PRAYER LIST

Recovering or in long term care (ask the church office for contact info):

Bhala Jones		Harry & Virginia Pence		Louise Van Buren

Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will be published for 4 weeks. If you would like to extend a request, please fill out one of the prayer cards located in the pew rack. Please mark if you want your request to be public.

Ryan S. & family	Louise VB			Bruce VL		Alan F.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Elise Manchester & Tyler Sorensen on August 16; Robin Jerauld, Kristen King, Ruth Wang & Preston Withington on August 17; Rose Fielder, Selena Van Deusen & Lucille Wiggin on August 19; Nancy Fodero, Carol Halter & Ellis Barnhart on August 20; Ned Lintern & Amethyst Gardner on August 21; and Eric Kinnick on August 22.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Rebecca & John Bresee on August 17; and Bryce & Abigail Wooden on August 14.


[bookmark: _Hlk187309511]Pastoral Care August 14 - 24

Pastor Casey will be on vacation August 14 – 24. For urgent pastoral care needs, please contact the church office, and one of our local clergy will be in touch.


CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK

[bookmark: _Hlk131603453][bookmark: _Hlk192074774]Sunday services are accessible online. The 8:15 service is on Facebook. The 10:30 service is on YouTube or Zoom (Meeting ID: 844 9992 4538, https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84499924538 or call 1-646-558-8656). 

[bookmark: _Hlk113437126]TODAY 		  8:15 am Worship in person & on Facebook
10:30 am Worship in person, via Zoom & on YouTube

MON. 8/17	  4:30 pm Yoga (Embury Room)
				  6:30 pm Saturday’s Bread Board (Art Room)

TUES. 8/18	11:00 am Staff Meeting (Coke Room)

WED. 8/19	11:00 am Bazaar Planning (Art Room)

THUR. 8/20	10:00 am Bell Duet Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
  6:00 pm Third Thursday Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
  7:00 pm Church Council (Art Room)

FRI. 8/21

SAT. 8/22		11:00 am – 1:00 pm Saturday’s Bread (Fellowship Hall)

SUN. 8/23		  8:15 am Worship in person & on Facebook
10:30 am Worship in person, via Zoom & on YouTube

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Third Thursday Dinner

Every month we gather for a home-cooked meal before the Church Council meets (you are invited to attend the meeting after the meal, but you don’t have to). This month’s dinner will be on Thursday, August 20 at 6:00 pm. We will be serving spaghetti. There will be a traditional option with meat sauce and a gluten-free vegan version. There will also be salad, brownies, and fresh fruit. Please come join us in the Fellowship Hall for good food & conversation!

Pledge & Contribution Statements

Pledge and/or contribution statements (or a more concise update on your remaining pledge amount) are available upon request. If you would like to receive a summary of your 2026 giving to date, please contact Kieran Andrews (secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org or 607-432-4102).




Be Green, Be Just

Shop farmers markets. Your purchases support pasture-raised meats and eggs, fresh fruits and vegetables, organic and regenerative farming practices. Additionally, because the produce is from the  local area, transport emissions and costs are cut.

Protect the Vote: Become an Election Observer

FUMC’s Grey Matters group encourages people to consider joining the UMC Election Observers Program. Participants will explore the history of voting in the United States, the sacred nature of the vote, and how to become an election observer in your community.

Election observers are trained individuals who observe polling places and election processes to help promote transparency, fairness, and public confidence in elections. Unlike poll workers, they serve as nonpartisan witnesses to the electoral process rather than administering elections.

Church and Society staff will help participants identify local requirements and opportunities to serve as election observers in their counties. While all approval and official training will take place under the guidance of local boards of elections, this program will provide theological, historical and practical grounding for United Methodists seeking to serve in this role.

Program Schedule

Dates:		Tuesdays at 7:00 pm from August 18 – September 22
Location:	Zoom

To register go to https://www.umcjustice.org/latest/protect-the-vote-become-an-election-observer-10207. 








[see next page for further announcements]



















Church Rummage, Bake & Book Sale

Thursday, September 17, 9 am - 7 pm
Friday, September 18, 9 am – 1 pm
(Bag sales both days)

Rummage & Books may be brought in starting August 9.

You may bring your donations to the front of the stage in the Fellowship Hall.

Please only bring in clothing and household goods that are usable and in good condition.
[image: Free check cross red vector][image: Free check cross red vector]Please put donations in a box that closes or a plastic bag to make them easier to pile. 
NO!

· Broken /damaged appliances or household goods
· TVs
· Textbooks, Reader’s Digest condensed books, worn out books

YES!

· Clean, usable clothing*
· Household goods
· Books (novels, non-fiction & audio books)
· CDs & DVDs
· Games, Puzzles & Toys


* If textiles are clean, but ripped, stained, or just worn out, put them in the box in the hallway.


The Bake Sale is on Thursday only. We need cookies, brownies/bar cookies, cupcakes, pies, etc.
If you can’t work the sale, think about making some homemade goodies!


Volunteer Opportunities – Many Hands Make Light Work!

	
Setup Days
	
Sale Days

	
Sunday 9/13

12:00 – 5:00 pm – Come & Go as you can

Monday 9/14, Tuesday 9/15
& Wednesday 9/16

9:00 am until ??

We appreciate any time that fits into your schedules – one hour or all day. Lunch provided on Monday & Tuesday.
	
Thursday 9/17

Shifts:      9:00 – 11:30 am; 11:30 am – 2:00 pm; 2:00 – 4:30 pm; 4:30 – 7:00 pm

Friday 9/18 

Shifts:      9:00 – 11:00 am; 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Cleanup:  1:00 – 3:30 pm


	
Contact Joyce Miller (607-434-4963 or millerumw@gmail.com) or say YES when called!








[church picnic form on next page]

Church Picnic
Sunday, August 30, 2026
10:30 a.m. – ?
Wilber Park – Large Pavilion

Our annual church picnic will be Sunday, August 30 following the 10:30 a.m. worship service in the park.

This will be a potluck picnic with hamburgers, hotdogs, and buns provided. Please bring a dish to share and your own table service. 
NO NUTS. Feel free to also bring lawn chairs if you would like them.

The form below will help us plan for the food. Please contact Laura Hurley (607-435-1786 or LFHurley@hotmail.com) or fill out the form and drop it off in the church office by Friday, August 28. Thank you!

Yes, planning on attending!

Name:							

# of Adults: 		

# of Children: 		

Telephone: 						

Email: 							


_____ I can help with setup (cover tables, get charcoal ready, etc.)

_____ I can help serve

_____ I can help cook

_____ I can help with cleanup (clean tables, collect garbage)
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